
 
Congress Programme  

 
 Sunday 1st August  
10.00-12.30 Special Interest Group One (Parallel sessions):  

1. Anaerobic fungi: Neocallimastigomycota  
2. Bioluminescent fungi: their biology and use as experimental tools  
3. Cryptic speciation in lichen forming fungi  
4. Ecological role of hyphal structures in interactions between fungi and with other organisms 
5. Education in mycology  
6. Evolution and biodiversity of basal lineages of fungi  
7. Filamentous fungi as model systems in eukaryotic cell biology  
8. Food mycology 
9. Fungal photobiology 
10. Gene expression in fungi  
11. Mathematical modeling of fungal growth and function 
12. Mycoviruses 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch for SIG delegates 
13.30 – 16.00 Special Interest Group Two (Parallel sessions):  

1. Biology of clinically important zygomycetes  
2. Colletotrichum: Species, ecology and interactions 
3. Biology, biodiversity, evolution and systematics of the Erysiphales  
4. New technologies for fungal research  
5. Geomycology  
6. Modelling fungal colonies and communities  
7. Molecular diagnostics of fungi/novel techniques in detection of fungi from environment  
8. Mycology in Africa: successes and challenges in a developing continent  
9. Post-genomic approaches to understanding interactions between fungi and their environment  
10. The fungal cell wall  

 
12.00-17.00 Congress registration opens  
17.00-17.30 Congress Welcome (Usher Hall)  
17.30-18.15 Keynote Presentation:  

The poetry of mycological accomplishment and challenge 
John Taylor, University of California at Berkeley, USA 

18.15-18.30 Transfer from Usher Hall to EICC  
18.30 – 20.00 Welcome Reception (EICC) 

http://www.imc9.info/prog_sig9.htm�
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http://www.imc9.info/prog_sig20.htm�
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 Monday 2nd August  
09.00 Plenary 1:  

The molecular machinery for organelle trafficking: how motors move endosomes in fungal hyphae 
Gero Steinberg, University of Exeter, UK  

10.00-11.00 Refreshment break  
10.30-13.00 or 
11.00-13.30 A: Cell Biology, 

Biochemistry and 
Physiology 

B: Genomics, Genetics and 
Molecular Biology 

C: Pathogenesis and 
Disease Control 

D: Evolution, Diversity 
and Systematics 

E: Environment, Ecology 
and Interactions 

200th anniversary of the 
hypha 

Chairs:  
Meritxell Riquelme, Mexico 
Peter Sudbery, UK 

Invited Speakers: 
1. Roger Lew, Canada 
2. Haoping Liu, USA 
3. Robby Roberson, USA 
4. Meritxell Riquelme, 

Mexico 

 Fungal epigenetics 
 
Chairs:  
Mick Tuite, UK  
Eric Selker, USA  
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Sven Saupe, France 
2. Jane Mellor, UK  
3. Robin Allshire, UK  
4. Eric Selker, USA  

 

 Future strategies for the 
control of fungal diseases 
 
Chairs:  
Michael Csukai, UK  
Terry Roeman, USA 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Mike Peel, USA 
2. Gabriel Scalliet, 

Switzerland 
3. Gerald Bills, Spain  
4. TBC 

 Cryptic species and 
speciation 

Chairs:  
Marco Thines, Germany 
Ana Crespo, Spain 

Invited Speakers:  
1. Dominik Begerow, 

Germany  
2. Marco Thines, 

Germany  
3. Kerry O'Donnell, USA 
4. Greg W. Douhan, 

USA 

Fungi and global 
change 1: Nitrogen 
enrichment and land 
use change 

Chairs:  
Peter Crittenden, UK,  
Kristiina Vogt, USA 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Hans Tommervik, 
Norway,  

2. Pat Wolseley, UK 
3. Kristina Vogt, 

USA 
4. Ian Anderson, 

Australia 

 
 

From 12.00-14.00 Lunch 
14.00 – 16.00 International Commission for the Taxonomy of Fungi (ICTF) meeting  
14.00-16.00 Poster session 1 
16.00-18.30 

The fungal nucleus 

Chairs:  
Steve Osmani, USA 
Pepe Perez-Martin, Spain 
 
Invited Speakers:  
1. José Pérez-Martín, 

Spain 
2. TBC 
3. Anne E. McBride, USA  
4. Eduardo Espeso, Spain 

Beyond sequence – 
applied genomics and 
industrial mycology 
 
Chairs:  
Scott Baker, USA 
John Taylor, USA 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Clay Wang, USA  
2. Ronald de Vries, The 

Netherlands  
3. Scott Baker, USA  
4. Trevor Starr, USA 

Environmental sensing 
and responses  
 
Chairs:  
Joe Heitman, USA  
Sarah Gurr, UK  
 
Invited Speakers:  
1. Fritz Muhlschlegel, UK  
2. Luis Corrochano, Spain  
3. Clarissa Nobile, USA 
4. Jay Dunlap, USA   

Origin and co-evolution 
of lichen and mycorrhizal 
fungi with plants 

 
Chairs:  
Francois Lutzoni, USA  
Brandon Matheny, USA 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Francesco del Grande, 
Switzerland 

2. Brandon Matheny, 
USA  

3. Susana Magallon, 
Mexico  

4. Betsy Arnold, USA  

Fungi and global change 
2: climate change 
responses 

Chairs:  
Chris Ellis, UK  
Rytas Vilgalys, USA 

Invited Speakers:  
1. Alan Gange, UK  
2. Rytas Vilgalys, USA 
3. Simone Lange,       
Netherlands 

4. Chris Ellis, UK 

  
18.30-19.30 Poster session 1 (continued) 



 
 Tuesday 3rd August  
09.00 Plenary 2:  

Microbial pathogens in the fungal kingdom 
Joseph Heitman, Duke University, USA 

10.00-11.00 Refreshment break  
10.30-13.00 or  
11.00-13.30 Signalling and 

development 

Chairs:  
Paul Tudzynski, Germany  
Alex Brand, UK 

Invited Speakers:  
1. Michael Bölker, 

Germany 
2. Sarah Gurr, UK 
3. Alex Brand, UK 
4. Fabienne Malagnac, 

France 

Evolutionary genetics of 
sex in fungi  
 
Chairs:  
Paul Dyer, UK  
Alvaro Fonseca, Portugal 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Geraldine Butler, Ireland  
2. Hanna Johannesson, 

Sweden  
3. Alvaro Fonseca, Portugal 
4. Richard Bennett, USA 

 

Cell biology of infection   
 
Chairs:  
Alex Andrianopoulos, 
Australia  
Barbara Valent, USA  
 
Invited Speakers:  
1. Arturo Zychlinsky, 

Germany  
2. Arturo Casadevall, USA  
3. Steffi Treitschke, 

Germany  
4. Barbara Valent, USA  

Ascomycete systematics  
 
Chairs:  
Thorsten Lumbsch, USA 
Amy Rossman, USA 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Cecile Gueidan, The 
Netherlands  

2. Imke Schmitt, USA  
3. Martina Reblova, Czech 

Republic  
4. Andrea Irene Romero, 

Argentina 

Living on the edge: fungi 
at extremes  
 
Chairs:  
Kevin Newsham, UK  
Sieglinde Ott, Germany  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Silvano Onofri, Italy  
2. Ari Jumpponen, USA  
3. Jean-Pierre de Vera, 

Germany  
4. Robert Blanchette, 

USA  
 

From 12.00-14.00 Lunch  
14.00-16.00 Poster session 2 
14.00 – 16.00  Nomenclature Session: The governance of fungal nomenclature 
16.00-18.30 Endocytosis and 

exocytosis 
 
Chairs:  
Brian Shaw, USA 
Peter Punt, The Netherlands 
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Brian Shaw, USA 
2. Katsuhiko Kitamoto, 

Japan 
3. Diethard 

Mattanovich, Austria  
4. Rosa Mourino-Perez, 

Mexico 

Systems biology: 
functional genomics to 
molecular networks and 
systems 

 
Chairs:  
Al Brown, UK 
Brenda Andrews, Canada  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. TBC 
2. Brenda Andrews, 

Canada  
3. Jurg Bahler, UK  
4. Edda Klipp, Germany  

Fungal effectors and host 
manipulation  

 
Chairs:  
Francine Govers, 
Netherlands 
Gordon Brown, UK 
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Bart Thomma, 
Netherlands 

2. Paul Birch, UK 
3. Jean-Paul Latge, 

France 
4. Neil Gow, UK 

 

Fungal Tree of life: 
linking genomics to 
physiology and 
morphology 
 
Chairs:  
Mary Berbee, Canada  
Franz Oberwinkler, Germany  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Darren Soanes, UK  
2. Christine Cuomo, USA  
3. Jason Slot, USA 
4. Joerg Kaemper, 

Germany 

 
Ecology of invasive and 
threatened species 
 
Chairs:  
Anne Pringle, USA  
Christoph Scheidegger, 
Switzerland  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Anne Pringle, USA  
2. Silke Werth, 

Switzerland  
3. Johan Asplund, Norway  
4. Ian Goudie, USA  

 

18.30-19.30 Poster session 2 (continued) 
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 Wednesday 4th August  
09.00 Plenary 3:  

Knowing and growing the fungal tree of life  
David Hibbett, Clark University, USA  

10.00-11.00 Refreshment break  
10.30-13.00 or  
11.00-13.30 Cytoskeleton and motors 

Chairs: 
Gero Steinberg, UK 
Xin Xiang, USA 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Steve Harris, USA  
2. Nadine Zekert, 

Germany  
3. Sreedhar Kilaru, UK  
4. Berl Oakley, USA 

Genomics of fungal-plant 
symbioses 

Chairs:  
Daniele Armaleo, USA  
Francis Martin, France  
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Peter Young, UK 
2. Alga Zuccaro, 

Germany 
3. Francis Martin, 

France  
4. Olafur Andresson, 

Iceland 

Evolutionary adaptation of 
fungal pathogens to their 
human host 

Chairs:  
Elaine Bignell, UK  
Jean-Paul Latge, France  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Malcolm Whiteway, 
Canada  

2. Robin May, UK  
3. Antonis Rokas, USA  
4. John Gibbons, USA 

Fungal barcoding 
 
Chairs:  
Keith Seifert, Canada  
Ursula Eberhardt, 
Netherlands  
 
Invited Speakers: 
1. Keith Seifert, Canada  
2. Rob Samson, The 

Netherlands   
3. Ewald Groenewald, The 

Netherlands 
4. Arthur Schuessler, 

Germany  

Fungal recycling matters: 
from enzymes to 
communities 

Chairs:  
Björn Lindahl, Sweden  
Petr Baldrian, Czech 
Republic 
 
Invited Speakers: 
1. Johanna Boberg, 

Sweden 
2. Petr Baldrian, Czech 

Republic 
3. Martin Hofrichter, 

Germany  
4. Roland Marmeisse, 

France  
 

From 12.00-14.00 Lunch  
14.00-16.00 Poster session 3 
 Nomenclature Session:  Mandatory pre-publication deposit of key nomenclatural information in a recognized repository as a requirement for 

valid publication 
16.00-18.30 

Programmed cell death 
and autophagy 

 
Chairs:  
Campbell Gourlay, UK  
Mark Ramsdale, UK  
 
Invited Speakers: 
1. Frank Madeo, Austria  
2. Heinz Osiewacz, 

Germany  
3. Mark Ramsdale, UK 
4. Manuela Côrte-Real, 

Portugal 
 

Fungal RNA-regulatory 
processes  

 
Chairs:  
Mark Caddick, UK 
Michael Feldbrugge, 
Germany  

Invited Speakers: 
1. David Tollervey, UK 
2. Michael Feldbrügge, 

Germany 
3. Mark Caddick, UK  
4. Andre Gerber, 

Switzerland 

Emerging fungal diseases 
and potential pandemics 
 
Chairs:  
Robin May, UK  
Matt Fisher, UK  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Matteo Garboletto, USA  
2. Jim Krondstad, Canada  
3. Judy Chen, USA 
4. Andrea Gargas, USA  

 

Revealing true fungal 
diversity - metagenomics  

 
Chairs:  
Irina Druzhinina, Austria  
Gabriele Berg, Austria  
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Philippe 
Vandenkoornhuyse, 
France  

2. Maarja Öpik, Estonia 
3. Marc Buée, France  
4. Irina Druzhinina, 

Austria  

 

Secret world of 
endophytes 
 
Chairs:  
Barbara Schulz, Germany  
Jim White, USA  
 
Invited Speakers:  
1. Betsy Arnold, USA  
2. Jim White, USA  
3. Eckhard Leistner, 

Germany  
4. David Miller, Canada  

 

 

 

18.30-19.30 Poster session 3 (continued) 



 
 Thursday 5th August  
09.00-09.45 Plenary 4: 

Title TBC 
Nick Talbot, University of Exeter, UK  

10.00-11.00 Refreshment break  
10.30-13.00 or  
11.00-13.30 Rhythmic fungal biology 

Chairs:  
Deb Bell-Pederson, USA 
Susan Crosthwaite, UK 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Jennifer Loros, USA  
2. Christian Heintzen, UK 
3. Yi Liu, USA  
4. Deb Bell-Pederson, 

USA 

 

Population genetics: 
from single cell to 
community 

 
Chairs:  
Simon Avery, UK  
Bruce McDonald, 
Switzerland 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Paulo Ceresini, 
Switzerland 

2. Simon Avery, UK  
3. Louise Glass, USA  
4. Stefano Torriani, 

Switzerland 

Stress responses, fungal 
development and 
pathogenicity 

 
Chairs:  
Nick Talbot, UK  
Rich Calderone, USA 
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Naweed Naqvi, 
Singapore 

2. Yue Wang, Singapore 
3. Antonio di Pietro, 

Spain 
4. Ken Haynes, UK 

 

 
Basidiomycete 
biodiversity, ecology and 
mechanisms of host 
interaction 
 
Chairs:  
Urmas Kõljalg, Estonia  
Michael Weiss, Germany 
 
Invited Speakers: 
1. Karl-Henrik Larsson, 

Norway 
2. Leho Tedersoo, Estonia 
3. Annemieke Verbeken, 

Belguim  
4. Duur Aanen, The 

Netherlands 

Fungal interactions with 
microbes 

 
Chairs:  
Martin Grube, Austria 
Susanne Zeilinger, Austria  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Pascale Frey-Klett, 
France  

2. Gabriele Berg, Austria  
3. Paola Bonfante, Italy  
4. Matteo Lorito, Italy  

  
From 12.00-14.00 Lunch  
14.00-16.00 Poster session 4 
14.00 – 16.00 Nomenclature Session:  Moving to one name for one fungus 
16.00-18.30 

Hyphal networks: 
mechanisms, ecology and 
modeling 

Chairs:  
Nick Read, UK  
Fordyce Davidson, UK 
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Nick Read, UK  
2. Lynne Boddy, UK  
3. Andre Fleissner, 

Germany  
4. Fordyce A. 

Davidson, UK 

Comparative 
evolutionary genomics 
and the Fungal Tree of 
Life  

 
Chairs: Ed Louis, UK  
Teun Boekhout, The 
Netherlands  
 
Invited Speakers:  
1. Bernard Dujon, France  
2. Gianni Liti, UK  
3. Jason Stajich, USA  
4. Toni Gabaldon, Spain  

The emergence of 
resistance to antifungal 
drugs  

 
Chairs:  
Ted White, USA 
Naweed Naqvi, Singapore 
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Anne-Sophie Walker, 
France  

2. Matthias Hahn, Germany  
3. Leah Cowen, Canada  
4. Rajendra Prasad, India 

 
Rusts: Taxonomy, host 
specificity and 
geographical distribution 
 
Chairs:  
Reinhard Berndt, 
Switzerland 
Stephan Helfer, UK  
 
Invited Speakers:  

1. Ralf Voegele, Germany 
2. Mary Aime, USA 
3. Yoshitaka Ono, Japan 
4. Reinhard Berndt, 

Switzerland  
 

 
Biocontrol with fungi 

 
Chairs:  
Tariq Butt, UK  
Michael Brownbridge, 
Canada  
 
Invited Speakers:  
1. Nicolai V. Meyling, 

Denmark 
2. Fernando Vega, USA 
3. Ray St Leger, USA  
4. Diane Leemon, 

Australia  

 

18.30-19.30 Poster session 4 (continued) 



 
 Friday 6th August  
09.00 Plenary 5:  

Nutritional and evolutionary ecology of Mycorrhizal fungi 
Alastair Fitter, York University, UK 

10.00-11.00 Refreshment break  
10.30-13.00 or  
11.00-13.30 

The dynamic fungal cell 
 
Chairs:  
Nik Money, USA 
Gero Steinberg, UK  
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Magdalena Martin-
Urdiroz, UK  

2. Susan Kaminskyj, 
Canada 

3. Nik Money, USA 
4. Dan Mulvihill, UK  

Secondary metabolism 

 
Chairs:  
Gillian Turgeon, USA  
Stefan Rokem, Israel  
 
Invited Speakers:  
1. Gillian Turgeon, USA  
2. Motoichiro Kodama, 

Japan  
3. Barry Scott, New 

Zealand 
4. Ludmilla Roze, USA 

The fungal-plant interface 
in mycorrhizal and lichen 
associations 

 
Chairs:  
Rosmarie Honegger, 
Switzerland  
Paola Bonfante, Italy  
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. Andrea Genre, Italy 
2. Rosemary Honegger, 

Switzerland 
3. Suzanne Joneson, USA  
4. Michel Chalot, France 

Tropical mycology 
 
Chairs:  
Gareth Jones, Thailand 
Marieka Gryzenhout, South 
Africa  
 
Invited Speakers: 

1. E.B. Gareth Jones, 
Thailand 

2. Jean Lodge, USA 
3. Eric McKenzie, New 

Zealand 
4. David Minter, UK  

 
 

 

Exploitation of fungi: 
biofuels and beyond 
 

Chairs:  
Louise Glass, USA 
David Archer, UK 

Invited Speakers: 
1. Liisa Viikari, 

Finland 
2. Bernhard Seiboth, 

Austria 
3. Merja Penttilä, 

Finland 
4. Ed Louis, UK 

  

 

From 12.00-14.00 Lunch  
16.00-17.00 Plenary 6:  

Unlocking the fungal treasure box 
Nancy Keller, University of Wisconsin at Madison, USA 

17.00-17.30 Closing ceremony at Usher Hall  
20.00-late  Conference Party at Edinburgh International Conference Centre 

 

http://www.imc9.info/bio_fitter.htm�

